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This led to a second European tour and a further
course of study. He was accompanied by his wife, but
to Longfellow's great grief, she died at Rotterdam in
Holland on November 29, 1835. This time the traveller
visited the Scandinavian countries and Switzerland, and
finally returned to America in December, 1836.

The loss of his wife had a great effect on Longfellow.
Sorrow often brings out the best in a person, and so it
was with him, for on his return to America, he put aside
his translations and devoted his spare time to his true
mission in life, the making of poetry. First appeared
Hyperion, a prose romance based on his travels, and in
the same year, 1839, he published Voices of the Night, his
first volume of original poems. This was followed in
1842 by another small volume in which appeared such
famous pieces as The Village Blacksmith, The Wreck of
the Hesperus, and Excelsior, and in the same year he
crossed the Atlantic once more and spent the summer
on the Rhine, He returned home in October, and
during the voyage he wrote a series of poems entitled
Poems on Slavery. This was nearly twenty years before
the outbreak of the Civil War, but the battle between
those who wished to abolish slavery and those who were
determined to maintain the system had already begun,
and these poems of Longfellow's definitely showed that
his sympathies were with the abolitionists.

The following year he married again, his second wife
being Frances Elizabeth Appleton of Boston. Soon after-
wards he bought Craigie House, a fine old colonial
mansion, surrounded by lofty elms, and standing in a
large garden, which had been Washington's head-